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Presenting . . .
The 1974 Bluejay

Villisca Community High School
Villisca, Iowa



Dedication
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A quiet, unassuming man who "just" does his job often goes unnoticed.
In fact, like an athlete, the better he is at his work, the more simple and
effortless his work seems, and the more we take him for granted.

We would like to show our appreciation to a man like this, whose
ability and humility have been taken for granted for 26 years. Because he
has dedicated himself to us, we dedicate the 1974 BlueJay to Mr. John
Frazee.

Mr. Frazee was Villisca's first bus manager and over the last 18
years, he's built the position from scratch until the bus department is bet-
ter equipped and organized than most in the state. As bus manager he took
responsibility for all the discipline problems between the drivers and stu-
dents and often had to smoothe out disagreemants between angry parents
and drivers. He constantly checked the busses and made minor repairs to
make sure they were as safe to ride in as possible, and every year he de-
vised new bus routes to fit the changing enrollment. If anything needed to
be done at odd hours, Mr. Frazee was the one who did it, and during ev-
ery snow storm he took it on himself to take a bus out at 4 A.M. to make
sure the roads were safe for us.

Perhaps, though, the service that we're most grateful for, and the
goal he's strived hardest for, is his record of driving us, our friends, and
our families, for 26 years without an accident. Thank you, Mr. Frazee.



Foreword

There is more to learning than simply gathering existing knowledge and
memorizing and recalling content. Learning is the ability to think for yourself,
to make wise choices and decisions, to understand relationships with others,
and to search out the unknown.

In the words of George Bernard Shaw, "You see things as they are; and
you ask "why?" But I dream things that never were and I ask "Why not?"

We hope the Villisca Community School District faculty--kindergarten
through graduation--has prepared YOU to ask "why" and "why not. "
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To the VHS Students:

The 1974 Bluejay is done at last. This year's annual,
with more copy and more activities pictured, serves as a
permanent record of VHS highlights during 1973-74. After
many long hours of selling ads, planning pages, taking
and developing pictures, and putting everything together,
we can finally say we are finished.

We would like to thank all the people who helped
make this annual possible. The biggest thank-you goes to
Mr. Barker for being our sponsor and helping us get started
again after switching publishing companies in the middle
of the year. He has spent just as many hours working on
this annual, if not more, as any of us. Also we would like
to thank all the merchants of Villisca, Corning, Red Oak,

Clarinda, Grant, and Nodaway who supported us by buying
ads. And we couldn't have gotten along without Mr. Bald-
win of Stern Studios taking many of our pictures, or with-
out the teachers letting us interrupt their classes to take
pictures. Finally we would like to thank the students of
VHS for buying the annual ahead of time and for letting
us take their pictures. To all these people--thank you.

We hope this book will be used as a memory book
for right now and for a reminder of our high school days in
years to come.

Sincerely,

The Bluejay Staff

Editor: Ralph Phillip

Assistant Editor: Carol Rusk
Photographers: Gail Stein, Sarah Darnold
SportsEditor: Nick Taylor

Feature Editor: Connie Marsh
Book Sales: Bill Houser

Business Manager: Lauri Bergren
Lay-out Editor: Jeanne Bashaw
Copy Editor: Julie Jacobs

Class Editor: Liz Moetschen

Staff: Sheila Fryer, Donna Skahill






Annual Staff

Sarah Darnold, Gail Stein, Mr. Paul Barker, Sponsor, Donna Skahill, Connie Marsh, Lauri Bergren, Julie
Jacobs, Ralph Phillip, Editor, Bill Houser, Carol Rusk, Editor, Liz Moestchen, Nick Taylor, Jeanne Bashaw,

Student Council

Secretary; Julie Watts, Treasurer; John Hauser, Vice-President; Ralph
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Mr, Lewis, Sponsor; Nancy Harper,
Phillip, President,
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Sherry Priest, Secretary-Treasurer; Jann Perry, Vice-President; Marge Moates, President; Mrs, Paxson, Spon-
sor,

Lettermen’s Club

Mr, Nardini, Sponsor; Curtis Bradley, President (not pictured); Tony Marsh, Vice-President; Debb Motsinger,
Secretary-Treasurer,



Spanish Club

Sponsor; Mr. Patterson, Officers; Pres., Susie Honeyman, Vice Pres., Lauri Bergren, Sec., Ann Jergenson,
Treas., Nick Taylor.

The Bluejay Perch

! The BlueJay Perch, only a dream a year
J ! ago, is now in full swing. Villisca's commu-
° m nity center occupies the old bakery and serves
‘ b % the town two-fold: the front two rooms are
\ used as a youth center occupied by booths,
food vending machines, and amusements; the
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rear section provides a meeting hall complete
with kitchen facilities.

Terry and Sharon King oversee the enter-
prise during open hours, with Mr. Gifford of
VHS as consultant. The entire BlueJay Perch
was only possible because of the generosity
of many local individuals, groups, and school
clubs.



Volcano Staff
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First Semester, First row: Mr. Rogge, Advisor; Sarah Darnold, Gail Stein, Donna Skahill. Second row: Tom Fen-
gel, Tony Marsh, Jeff Fast, Kathy Sheilds, Mike Bowling, Dennis Gray, Jeff Beckett, Russell Wilson, John Saik-

aly. Third row: Debb Motsinger, Sheri Pond, Cheryl Hampel, Becky Grashorn, Marge Moates, Dixie Laire, La-
Verna Black, Dianne Dumler.

Second Semester, First row: Dixie Laire, LaVerna Black, Marge Moates, Sheri Pond, Becky Grashorn, Cheryl
Hampel, Gail Stein, Sarah Darnold. Second row: John Saikaly, Barry Leichty, Kris Jackson, Stan Shipley, Dana

Neal, Tony Marsh. Third Row: Mr. Rogge, Advisor; Jeff Fast, Tom Fengel, Gordon McAlpin, Rich Fast, Tom
Schafer, Jeff Beckett.



Science-Math Club

Mr, Myers, sponsor; Rich Fast, vice-president; Carol Rusk, treasurer; Nick Taylor, president; Denise Rhamy, sec-
retary; Mr, Niedermeyer, sponsor,




Mrs, Carlson, sponsor; Carol Rusk, co-president; Gail Stein, co-president; Connie Mauderly, vice-president; De~

nise Rhamy, secretary; Liz Moestchen, treasurer; Mr, Gifford, sponsor (not pictured),

Cabinet







Connie




FFA Officers: President, Brent Sunderman; Vice President, Greg Taylor; Secretary, Bruce Williams; Treasurer,
Kim Jamison & Randy Garey; Co-Reporters, John Hausen & Richard Fast; Co-Sentinels, Bill Houser & Duane
Bergren; Parliamentarian, Joe Fitzwater; Point System Chairman, Jeff Focht; Advisor, Mr, Chris Nelson,



FFA Queen Candidates

“Farmer Nelson"
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Speaker Congressman William Scherle pictured with FFA
Banquet Master of Ceremonies; Bill Houser,

The Reno Smith Chapter awarded Joe Fitzwater the Star
Chapter Farmer Award and freshman Bill Shipley and
Jim Sands the Star Greenhand Awards,

Congressman Scherle with recipients of the Distin-
guished Service Award; Mrs, Lee Houser and Mrs, Car~-
olyn Harris,
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Band Council, Front row: Paul Bangston, Drum Major; Bill Houser, Pres.
Back row: Marty Kernen, Mike Chaney, Julie Jacobs, and Jeanne Bashaw.
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Outstanding Bandsmen: Mike Chaney, and Bill Houser.

Looking back over the year, band
members reflect upon many fond mem-
ories. Like every other year, it was a
busy but successful one.

Our season started out with contin-
uous work and early practices. These
proved to be beneficial as we received
1st place in Class B at Clarinda, al
rating at State Marching Contest, and a
II rating at Plattsmouth. The marching
band also performed at home football
games and marched in the Homecoming
Parade.

Concert Band spent all its time get-
ting ready for concerts: Christmas Con-
cert, Winter Concert, Parade of Bands
Concert, and Honors Concert. Along
with all these, we played at the Veter-
ans Day Program, Commencement, and
Memorial Day Services. The band also
participated in the State Large Group
Contest where a II rating was received.

Stage Band was active this year as in
previous years. The stage band partici-
pated in jazz festivals at Creston, Wash~
ington, and Jefferson. They also played
at all the concerts. The highlight of
the year was a 3 hour Jam Session, fea-
turing alumni stage band members and
special guests.

Having completed a memorable
year, the band members feel they ac-
complished the goals they set for them-
selves. The underclassmen look forward
to another year of development and
competition.

This page sponsored by DON MOORE
MUSIC, INC,



Concert Band

Stage Band

Marching Band
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The chorus, for the first time in several years,
has been very active this year. They sang for the Vet-
eran's Day program and had many of its members par-
ticipate in the Variety Show in groups and in solos. In
addition to these they also gave 3 concerts and atten-
ded State Small and Large Group Contests. Not only
did they attend these activities, but they made a good
showing for themselves.

They owe much of their achievement this year
to their new director this year Miss Carolyn Reints.
Herenthusiasm was vital to the chorus this year and she
will be missed greatly next year.
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All School Play
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Carla beautifies Cheryl?
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Sarah puts the "make" on Dale

For the first time in many years, Villisca High
School put on an all school play. This year's play, "Bull
in a China Shop", was directed by Mr. and Mrs. Roger
Haworth. This play was a mystery-comedy with Dale
Danielson in the lead role as Dennis O'Finn. The rest of
the cast included Chris Shapcott as Assistant Detective
Kramer, Sheryl Pond, Kay Lewis, Diane Carlson, Dixie
Laire, Cheryl King, and Connie Marsh as the little old
ladies around whom the story revolved, Sarah Darnold as
the reporter who became an arch rival to the old ladies
for O'Finn's favors, and John Hausen, Rich Fast, and Kim
Jamison played supporting roles.

Make-up was handled by the Oral Interpretation
class under the guiding hand of Kim Smith.

The play was a rousing success due to hard work on
the part of both the cast and the Haworths. We hope that
a school play will become an annual event for V,H,S,

Sheri ponders “To poison or not to poison"
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26: Football Schafer,Mike Poston,Mark Sunderman,Brent FasirRidlaylor,Greg Phillip,Ralph Williams,Bruce Houser,Bill
Shearer,Lynn Haley,Gary Fitzwater,Joe Brown,Jeff MarsheDBaker,Jerry Schafer,Tom Marsh,Tony Shipley,Stan Jaiuison
Hausen,John Smith,Kenny Schafer,John Williams,Brian Gourley,Ray Fast,Chuck NaatdupiftibiDuane Herzberg,Jim

Darnold, Tom Schroeder,Tim Franson,Bryce Sunderman,Bryce Dickey,Brad Williams,Joe Cassidy,Culby Westerlund,Terry
Penwdl,Randy Oltmanns,Kenny Saikaly,Eddie Sprague,Randy Rogge,Marc Nardini,John Spencer,Vic Gage,Kent Bradley,Curtis
Johnson,Carl Niedermeyer, To&alway,Jeff

Football 1973

First row: Mike Schafer, Mark Posten, Brent Sunderman, Rich Fast, Greg Taylor, Ralph Phillip, Bruce
Williams, Bill Houser, Lynn Shearer, Second row: Gary Haley, Joe Fitzwater, Jeff Brown, Donny Marsh,
Jerry Baker, Tom Schafer, Tony Marsh, Stan Shipley, Kim Jamison, John Hausen, Third row: Kenny
Smith, John Schafer, Brian Williams, Ray Gourley, Chuck Fast, Rich Northup, Duane Finch, Jim Herz-
berg, Tom Darnold, Tim Schroeder, Fourth row: Bryce Franson, Bryce Sunderman, Brad Dickey, Joe Wil-
liams, Culby Cassidy, Terry Westerlund, Randy Penwell, Kenny Oltmanns, Eddie Saikaly. Fifth row:
Randy Sprague, Manager; Coach Marc Rogge; Coach John Nardini; Victor Spencer, Kent Gage, Curtis
Bradley, Head Coach Carl Johnson; Coach Tom Niedermeyer; Jeff Salway, Manager.

The 1973 Bluejay football team came up with one of the best seasons in V,H,S. history. As the year ended the Jays
had won 6 and lost only 2, The Rhinos, the team nickname because of its large players, featured an explosive offensive
that churned out 5 yds, per play and averaged 28 points a game.

The stingy Jays defense held the opposition to 2,5 yds. per play and a mere 8 points per game. The Jays were well
represented when all-conference selections came around. Every regular on the team earned a place on the all-conference
roster, Rich Fast and Tony Marsh led the charge as they were selected to both 1st teams offensive and defensive. Rich was
also selected to the 1st team all-Southwest Iowa. Ralph Phillip and Brent Sunderman rounded out the Bluejays 1st team se-
lections on defense. Bill Houser and Lynn Shearer represented the Jays offensive on the 2nd team, The rest of the regulars
earned honorable mention selections at their respectable positions.

Game Opp. Villisca
Elk-Horn 0 40
Mt, Ayr 0 49
Lenox 6 12 (OT)
Greenfield 41 20
Corning 14 6
East Union 6 21
Bedford 0 49
Griswold 0 27






'} Miss Connie Mauderly
o 1973
- ™ “Homecoming
Queen
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29: Homecoming,Candidates Rhamy,Denise Johnson,Ann Hausen,Susan Motsinger,Debbie



