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Forward

There is an old legend in the Hills of an old, old trail that nobody knows
how old. As one traverses this trail, one comes to a fork in the road: one
leading to sunlit fields, with happiness and contentment; the other leading to a
desolate area, with griefs and fears.

It is our destiny to chose which path we shall take, for it has been truly
said of each of us, "We are the masters of our fate and the captains of our
soul, "

I hope in some small way that1 may have contributed towards your
proper choice in life and my best wishes go to the Seniors of '73.



Dedication

He has given his time, patience, and understanding to the students of
V.H.S. His school spirit and sense of humor has made him a well-liked
teacher. He has worked for the community by helping on such projects as a
Community and Youth Center.

His ability to get along with others is shown by his leadership. He has
been the sponsor of the Class of "74, the Y-Teens, the Teen Haven, and the
Cheerleaders, as well as giving guitar lessons to interested students.

His interest and thoughtfulness for each student is appreciated and
respected.

With sincere appreciation for his tireless work, we proudly dedicate
the 1973 Bluejay to Mr. Chuck Gifford.



To the VHS Students:

The 1973 Bluejay is finally finished. Many times over the past year we wondered if it was really possible. But as you
can see we made it somehow.

On behalf of the school, we would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to Mr. Robert Baxter and Mr.
J. R. Henderson for their work and time spent for the school. We hope they will be happy in their new jobs. Best of luck
to both of you in the future. Thank You.

We would also like to thank all the people who have contributed toward our new school sign that appears frequently
in this book. We wanted to use it in our book because the students wanted it so much. A hearty thanks to Kendrick and
Heard who donated time and labor and to the Villisca Chamber of Commerce, the High School Student Council, the
Senior Class of '72, and the School Board who all donated money. Thank You.

Another thank you goes to everyone who helped us get this annual completed: Mr. Barker, for being our sponsor and
photographer; Mr. Baldwin, for being our professional photographer; the teachers, for smiling even though we interrupted
their classes; the merchants of Villisca, Corning, Clarinda, Red Oak, and Nodaway for buying advertisements; and to the
students of VHS for letting us bother them for pictures and for buying this book before seeing the finished product. Thank
You.

We hope this annual can be used now and in years to come as a memory book. The Bluejay should bring to mind
memories to the Seniors and hopes of more memories to the Underclassmen. We hope you enjoy the '73 Bluejay.

Sincerely,
The Bluejay Staff

Editor: Starr Brown

Business Manager: Carol Lewis

Sponsor: Mr. Paul Barker

Photographers: Steve Johnson, Gail Stein.

Seniors: Gary Clark, Doug Gray, Cliff Shipley.

Juniors: Carol Rusk, Ralph Phillips.

Sophomores: Liz Moestchen, Jeanne Bashaw, Lori
Bergren, Sally Schenck.

Freshman: Julie Jacobs.
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